
 

 

COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on 
Wednesday, 13 October 2021 at 10.00 am at Teams 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr K Hitchen (Chair) 
 

Mr AWC Lamb 
Mr FI Morgan 
Mr GRPM Roberts 
 

Mr CP Turner 
Mr CJ Whiteside 
Mr AW Wonnacott 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr P Barnard - Development Control Engineer 
Mrs L Davis - Democratic Services Officer 
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland 
Mr D Gibson - Senior Countryside Access Officer 
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Team Leader 
Mr M Taylor - Local Area Network Manager (Copeland) 
 

  
 

 

 
8 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence received for the meeting. 
 
9 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 29 June 2021 be agreed as a 

true record of the meeting. 
 
10 DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
 
Members received a report that presented an overview of Flood and Development 
Management activities in the Copeland area.  Appended to the report were major 
and strategic planning applications, a section 106 contributions update and current 
flooding investigations in the area.   
 
In discussion, the Lead Officer - Flood & Development Management agreed to 
provide the Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees details of an application 
on Netherton Road, St Bees.  The officer further agreed to provide the Council’s 
response on the Drigg application to the Chair.  
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
 



 

 

11 LOCAL AREA NETWORK MANAGER'S REPORT 
 
The Local Area Network Manager presented a report updating members on 
Highway Network matters following the last group meeting in February. The Local 
Area Network Manager took members through the report, detailing:- 
 

 Draft NPRN programme for 2022/23 financial year 

 Countryside Access update 

 A595 Liaison Group 

 Environment and COMF schemes update 
 
The Local Area Network Manager outlined the proposed programme for the 2022/23 
financial year which included proposed schemes for carriageway, drainage and 
footway schemes. The draft programme was appended to the report and included 
the breakdown of provision for streetlighting, structures and the annual package of 
measures for traffic schemes.   Members noted the proposed programme was 
based on the same budget allocation as 2021/22 but was subject to change 
dependant on final budget allocations to be confirmed in February 2022. 
 
An update on Countryside Access was given.  The Local Area Network Manager 
informed members that a total fund of £123,000 had been secured from Natural 
England to implement the next section of the England Coastal Path, extending from 
Silecroft to Green Road Station.  It was noted that the work was currently under 
design and was expected to be completed by the end of the current financial year.  
 
Members noted that at the most recent meeting of the A595 Liaison Group an 
update on the A595 Moresby Embankment Scheme had been received, as well as a 
briefing on National Highways Route Strategies policy and a current five year 
maintenance programme for the A595 in Copeland.  The Local Area Network 
Manager informed members that National Highways had committed to provide a list 
of the three preferred improvement schemes for the A595 for Copeland by January 
2022.  It was agreed that information from this meeting be circulated to members for 
their use.   Members were encouraged to attend the Liaison Group meetings 
wherever possible. 
 
To conclude, the Local Area Network Manager updated members on the progress of 
COMF and Environment funded schemes. 
 
RESOLVED, that 
 

(1)  the report be noted; 
 

(2) Information from the A595 Liaison Group be circulated to members for 
their use.  

 
Members who required a hard copy of the Working Group agenda and papers were 
asked to notify the Democratic Services Officer.  It was further agreed that appendix 
1 to this report be circulated to members. 
 
 



 

 

12 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT TEAM LEADER UPDATE 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader (the officer) presented a report, the purpose 
of which was to provide Members with an update on topical traffic management 
related matters within Copeland.  The report outlined temporary traffic regulation 
orders, inclusive mobility, Copeland Remainder Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) 
Review, other notable APM Schemes, school patrol lights, the school streets 
initiative, electronic fell road signs and finger point restorations. 
 
Members were asked to inform the Traffic Team of any outstanding requests they 
have for alterations to the Copeland Remainder TRO.  
 
A discussion took place around the APM Cleator Moor Pedestrian Crossing scheme 
as, following design work and a safety audit, the preferred location for the crossing 
to the north-west of Bowthorn Road had unfortunately been deemed unfeasible. An 
alternative scheme to the south-east of the junction was currently being explored 
although both the Local Member for Cleator Moor West and the officer had 
reservations on whether the crossing would be used at this location.  It was 
acknowledged that further proposed developments at Keekle, using the Bowthorne 
Road as an access road, would further exacerbate the problem.  The Local Member 
for Cleator Moor West highlighted the need for improvements to be made and 
suggested the introduction of signage/road markings/speed limits to help alleviate 
the problems that pedestrians faced on this stretch of road.  The CRASH 
representative agreed to raise enforcement and traffic measures on this road at the 
next CRASH meeting. 
 
The officer agreed to liaise with the Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees 
on an additional TRO issue raised by Egremont Town Council, as well as tree 
maintenance work in Main Street, St Bees. 
 
An update was given on St Benedict’s School, Red Lonning and the surrounding 
area.  The officer advised members that a detailed traffic model had been created 
by the Infrastructure Planning Team based on accumulated data on vehicle and 
pedestrian movements which hopefully would identify the best solution for dealing 
with congestion and road safety concerns in the area.  Following sight of the traffic 
model, the officer would arrange a meeting for members before arranging a further 
meeting with other interested parties.  It was agreed that the Lead Officer - Flood & 
Development Management be invited to the meetings. 
 
Members were updated on the School Street initiative at St Patrick’s School, Cleator 
Moor.  Arrangements had been made for the scheme to go live ready for a start date 
of 1st November 2021, after the school half term. It was hoped, that following the 
trials taking place around the county, other schools might benefit from a similar 
restriction. 
 
Members were asked to consider investing in the possibility of introducing Variable 
Message Signs (VMS) at remote locations in Copeland, that would allow a message 
to be displayed instantly and remotely to inform motorists of a road closure when 
conditions become severe. The officer informed members that assuming the 
technology was deemed appropriate, Corney Fell Road had been identified as an 



 

 

ideal location to trial these units using funding from the current 2021/22 budget, at 
an approximate cost of £55,000.  Members were made aware and acknowledged 
that the technology would not be in place for use this winter.  If the trial at Corney 
Fell was successful, it was the intention to submit further budget requests for the 
installation of VMS units on the remaining fell roads over the next 2 financial years 
of 2022/23 and 2023/24.  The officer confirmed that South Lakeland Local 
Committee would be asked to contribute to the cost of the VMS units for Wrynose 
Pass.  Members, in discussion, were very supportive of the initiative and asked that 
options to install cameras for enforcement and anti-vandalism measures be 
explored.  The CRASH representative agreed to raise enforcement at the next 
CRASH meeting. 
 
Members noted that a number of fingerpost signs around the Copeland area were 
now in a state of disrepair and arrangements had been made for the full restoration 
of seven of them.  It was noted that restoring the signs was a very specialist task 
and a dedicated contractor had been commissioned to undertake the work.  The 
officer agreed to circulate the list of identified fingerpost signs to be repaired and 
requested members to let the Team know of any others in their areas. 
 
RESOLVED, that  
 

(1) the report be noted; 
 

(2) the Traffic Management Team Leader circulate the list of fingerpost signs 
to be restored. 

 
13 CRASH GROUP 
 
The Local Committee’s CRASH representative and the Traffic Team Leader 
updated the Group on CRASH matters.  The Group noted that traffic counts had 
built up throughout the year but were steadily being addressed. 
 
The latest position with regards to the installation of average speed cameras at 
Holmrook was discussed at length.  Members were informed that the initial costings 
of this prohibited it being undertaken by the Council.  Potential scheme funders and 
the use of solar power cameras were suggested.  The CRASH representatives 
advised that further data was awaited which may determine the way forward.   
 
The representatives were thanked for their update. 
 
14 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group was 
scheduled for 17 December 2021 at 10 am via Teams. 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.20 am 
  

 
 

 


